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Each AP had its own view of the network T like standalone cell
towers

No hierarchical view of the RF T or the network
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Takes a holistic view of wireless i not Nodal!

Information from each AP is sent up to a centralized device, which has
a complete view of the network

802.11 Mac is split between controller and access point

Comprehensive knowledge of path loss and SNR of each AP in the
network is available

Comprehensive knowledge of client devices is embedded in the
network

Distributed devices can only be controlled by a centralized device
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Defines the authentication and
control of wireless access points

Provides standard interface
between controllers and lightweight
access points

Enables flexible deployments

Each AP is effectively a remote
interface on the controller
Allows controller to:
Control the AP channel and power
Manage encryption / authentication

Deliver wireless
prevention/protection

Better capacity management
Centralized management
Dynamic control
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Information is real-time and relevant
Control traffic Is encrypted to ensure security

All new LWAPP AP images are checked to ensure
compatibility

All APs are authenticated

Standardized interface gives administrators a variety of
AP options

Fewer managed entities i APs are configured and
updated by centralized controllers

Split MAC architecture enabl ed
require overlay sensors
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Often sold to SMB customers:
Aironet 1130AG Series APs
Aironet 1240AG Series APs
2100 Series WLAN Controller

AEnteyel o enterprise
who want advanced security, mobility applications,
scalability

Enables more AP and radio choices

Scalability to meet the requirements of small
businesses to large enterprises

Stronger investment protection
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Wireless LAN Controllers (WLC)
Aggregate WLAN client traffic and control the wireless network

Access Points (AP)
Provide wireless access, tunneling to the WLC

Cisco Configuration Assistant (CCA) 1.5
Simplifies configuration, management, monitoring, maintenance
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Standalone Mode Controller-Based Mode

A Affordable entry-level solution
A Benefit from the latest Wi-Fi
standards, such as:
802.11b/g for connectivity
WPA2 for stronger security

A Industry best range
and throughput

A Investment protection

Can be upgraded to a
controller-based solution

WLAN
Controller
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